208	MUSSOLINI'S  ROMAN  EMPIRE
which so frightens the House of Lords and the old
ladies in Kensington, helped the country at this juncture.
It is largely based on village autonomy, which has
always been a feature of Spanish life.1 The alcalde
took over complete charge with no more physical force
at his disposal than an old watchman with an even
older blunderbuss. The traditional independence and
dignity of Calderon's 'Mayor of Zalarnea' has survived
through the centuries. It was the alcalde who received
the children brought from Madrid, who arranged for
their adoption by the village women, and generally
did the honours of his village with that dignity which
seems to be the birthright of the Spanish peasant. id
the larger villages he would be helped by a committee,
which in the Levante would often be * anarchist* in
politics, but seemed reasonable enough in practice*
There appeared to be very little crime, and those
engaged in relief work came across singularly little
disorder, with the one exception of the Barcelona rising
in May, 1937. This was a serious struggle between the
anarcho-syndicalist group and the local Government.
It was precipitated by two of those political murders
which seein to be endemic in that curiously ill-tempered
city, with its mixed population, and long history of
internecine quarrels. The fighting, which was localized
even inside the city, was put down by General Pozas
without great difficulty, but with rather heavy casualties.
It was a lamentable business, but at least it shocked
Catalonia into a more helpful frame of mind, and led
* Anarchism seems to have much in common with Mr. Gandhi's
theories about village life. Both are based on the traditional
village unit and. government—the Indian patel arnd panchaiyat
corresponding to the Spanish alcalde and junta. Such theories are
admirably suited to a static society, self-supporting, and content
to live on the land.

